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A short report on a group of prehistoric pottery

A group of pottery sherds and a large vessel con-
taining a skeleton, both in poor condition, found at
Perge Acropolis during the 1996-1997 season of ex-
cavations and thought to belong to the prehistoric
period, was examined by us'. The limited number of
examples come from the trenches opened up with the
aim of establishing the stratigraphy, but it is unclear
yet whether or not they belong to a particular archi-
tectural layer. After intially selecting pieces from the
group of finds, which came from different trenches
and included specimens that were small, eroded and
in very poor condition, we evaluated them according
to their clay paste, production characteristics and
shapes. Our observations along these lines and the
conclusions we reached are given below.

[. DESCRIPTION OF THE MATERIAL
A. RED WARE

The Paste and Fabrics: The mineral-tempered and com-
pact paste is buff coloured. All the sherds examined
were handmade. The red slip was applied to both the
inside and outside of the pottery. It was immediately
apparent that some pieces are in an eroded condition
and the slip has worn off in some places. The examples
are well-fired and some of them are burnished. These
examples, which have thickish rims, are thought to
belong to the medium and large-sized pots (Abb. 3).

Surface Colours:
Munsell 10R 5/8 >red<; 2.5 YR 4/6, 4/8 »red; 5 YR 5/6
»yellowish red«.

Shapes:
T;/pe 1: Straight rimmed globular shaped bowl (Abb. 2,
1).
Type 2: Carinated bow!l with a flaring rim. One of the ex-
amples has a string pierced horizontal lug (Abb. 2, 2-3).

B. GRAY-BLACK WARE

The Paste and Fabrics: The well refined paste is fine mi-
neral-tempered and its colour is buff. The slip, which
is applied to both the inside and outside of the hand-
made vessels, is gray or black in colour due to firing.

All the pieces are well-fired and some of them are bur-
nished.

Surface Colours:
Munsell 2.5 YR N 2.5 >blacks; 5 YR 2.5/1 »black¢; 10 YR
3/1>very dark gray-.

Shapes:
All the examples in this group are amorphous (Abb. 4).

C. LicHT BRowN AND ORANGE WARE

The Paste and Fabrics: The buff-coloured paste is fine,
plant-tempered and compact. The sherds in hand be-
long to handmade, thin-walled vessels. Both the inside
and outside of these vessels are slipped and
burnished. They are usually well-fired, but the inside
of some pieces has turned gray as a result of firing
(Abb. 5).

Surface Colours:
Munsell 5 YR 4/4 >reddish brown<; 7.5 YR 4/6, 5/6
»strong browny, 6/6 >reddish yellow-.

Shapes:
Type 3: A rim sherd from a bowl with a small projection.
It is unclear how the form developed (Abb. 2, 4).
Type 4: Straight rimmed jar with a squeezed neck (Abb. 2,

5)-
A small knob on an amorphous sherd (Abb. 2, 6).

D. GRAYISH-BEIGE COARSE WARE

The Paste and Fabrics: The grit and plant-tempered
paste is not compact at all, to the extent that the
tempering is obvious on the surface. The sherds of the
group examined are handmade. It is unclear whether
or not the reddish marks on the surface of some ex-
amples are part of a slip. The firing is not successful
(Abb. 6).

Surface Colours:
Munsell 10 YR 4/2 >dark gravish brown<; 5/3 sbrown:;
6/4 light yellowish brown..

' 1 would like to express my gratitude to H. Abbasoglu and
W. Martini, who suggested this studv of the materials.
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Abb. 1 Perge and the prehistoric sites

Shapes:
Type 5: Straight rimmed jar without a neck (Abb. 2, 7).

Type 6: Straight rimmed jar with an narrowing neck
(Abb. 2, 8).

E. BuriaL Pot
(Abb. 2,9)

The paste is coarse, grit-tempered and not compact.
The vessel is hand made and not well-fired.

The straight rimmed jar with a short neck and two
symmetrical handles on the shoulders. On the lower
part of each of the two handles there is a projection
with its point broken-off. The base of the burial pot is
broken and therefore incomplete. It contains some
small bones and few teeth in very bad condition?.

II. OBSERVATIONS AND CONCLUSIONS

As we indicated above, the material examined was
not linked to an architectural layer. After examining
the paste, characteristics of production and the shapes,

it seemed to us that the material of the groups A to D
could belong to the Early Bronze Age (EBA). Our
knowledge of the prehistoric cultures of the Antalya
Plain is too inadequate to give any further evaluation.
For this reason, it is not possible to make any further
comment on the kinds of ware and production
characteristics.

If we consider the shapes of the material, the nea-
rest neighbours of the Antalya Plain are Bademagac:
Hoytik, situated in the southern extension of the Bur-
dur Region (Ancient Pisidia) to the north, the settle-
ment of Kurugay Hoytik, situated south of Burdur
Lake, Karatag-Semaytik, on the Elmali Plain and Bey-
cesultan in the Meander Valley (see map Abb. 1).

There are similar examples to Type 1 (Abb. 2, 1) at
Kurugay from the 1st and 2nd settlements of EBA? and
at Bademagact from the EBA level 4%. There are ex-
amples of Type 2 (Abb. 2, 2-3) at Bademagaci ° from
the EBA level 2. The lug seen on one of the examples
is not a stranger to Kurugay’s EBA material®. The very
small sherd Type 3 (Abb. 2, 4) can be likened to ex-
amples from Kurugay 1-27 and Bademagaci EBA
levels 1-3. An example with lugs of Type 5 (Abb. 2, 7)
comes from Kurugay 1%. There are examples to Type
6 (Abb. 2, 8) at Bademagac: from the EBA level 2.

As the pottery of Karatas-Semayiik has not yet been
published in detail, it is not possible to make the ne-
cessary comparisons. However, there are no similar
examples among the small amount of pottery pub-
lished so far.

The Kurugay and Bademagaci parallels to the wa-
res found at Perge Acropolis are dated to EBA II. For
this reason, it could be said that the material examined
belongs to the same period. However, it is not possible
at this stage to define whether or not there is a time
difference between the examples. From the point of
view of production methods and form repertoire, the
ware groups examined above can be considered to be
linked to the Early Bronze Age pottery traditions of
Western Anatolia, which covered a very wide geo-
graphical area.

This information was obtained from a personal communication
with W. Martini.

* Duru 1996: Taf. 118f.

As the Bademagac1 Excavations are still in progress, this infor-
mation is given on the basis of personal communication with
Refik Duru.

® Umurtak 1998, Abb. 5-6.

* Lloyd and Mellaart 1962, Abb. P13/4-7.

Lloyd and Mellaart 1962, Taf. 118/25-26;129,5; 134/ 6-13.

% Lloyd and Mellaart 1962, Taf. 132/14.
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Abb. 2 1: Type 1; 2: Type 2, K 98.97.p; 3: Type 2; 4: Type 3, K 98.97.0; 5: Type 4, K 98.97 ¢; 6: K 98.97 g; 7: Type 5 8: Type o,
K 98.97 ¢; 9: Burial pot
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Abb. 3 A. Red ware

Abb. 4 B. Gray-black ware

Abb. 5 C. Light brown and orange ware Abb. 6 D. Grayish-beige coarse ware
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There are similar examples to the Burial Pot (Abb. 2,
9) have been identified from the Late Chalcolithic le-
vels 6 and 3 at Kurugay® and levels XXIV and XXII at
Beycesultan'.

Burial pots from these earlier periods are usually
extremely rough vessels. For this reason it is very dif-
ficult to date them if they are not found in context. The
pot described here is a single example and nothing
that would aid its dating was found inside or beside it.
It is not possible to definitely date it to the Late Chal-
colithic on the strength of the similar examples from
Kurugay and Beycesultan alone. In the event of further
finds in the future a more accurate evaluation can be
given'!.

® Duru 1996, Taf. 74/1-3,75/2-3,93/1.

10 Tloyd and Mellaart 1962, Abb. P.13/4-7.

11 ] thank Miss A. Bell (Masters student, I.U. Edebiyat Fakiiltesi,
Prehistorya Anabilim Dall, 34459 Beyazit, Istanbul) for trans-
lating this article into English.

Dog. Dr. Gulsiin Umurtak
1.U. Edebiyat Fakiiltesi
Prehistorya Anabilim Dali

34459 Beyazit, [stanbul
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